The Sculpture
Chamber Opera in One Act
by Martin Halpern
Freely based on Henrik Ibsen's When We Dead Awaken
Characters:
Arnold Rubeck, a sculptor, in his middle forties; baritone
Irene, his former model, in her early thirties; soprano

(In a pool of light surrounded by darkness, Arnold sits at a table working on a plaster model
of the bust of a man. Beside it is a whiskey bottle and a glass filled with whiskey,)
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Twelve long years.

(He starts toward her. She puts up her hands to
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(She turns abruptly and exits into the darkness. He struggles to

269 his feet and stares desperately after her.)
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(He moves the bust back in front of him, then
J pours whiskey from the bottle into the glass.)
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(He swigs down the whiskey, drops the glass on the table,

284 ﬂm and resumes work on the bust as lights fade the black,)
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