The Stronger 1
Chamber Opera in One Act
by Martin Halpern
Freely based on the play by August Strindberg

Characters:
Miss Y, in her middle thirties; soprano

Mrs. X, in her middle thirties, soprano

(Lights come up slowly on Miss Y, seated at a cafe table with a glass of beer before her

and a playscript in her hand, which she is marking up with a pencil.)
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(Copyright by the composer, 2009)
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(Mrs. X sits in the other chair,
laying the basket on the table.)

19
9 1 P e Ik\ I
7 y 2 [ VA be F | T i-
l\ﬂ'\v PN [ | 1 !
) e

I have these gifts I've bought,

T T P~
N (7]
: *
'rl CE—
N I
. — o Y
T . P
0 e F_F g g Hg
W | | -1 [ VR~ N el - ) e T T | |
' ! ¥

20

), . | e — —— I —
e —e——F = Y
==L= = ===

for Bob and the child-ren. I've got to get them home

Y A VA —————1
ﬁi o e g

e | . T %‘9‘—6\/

mp
. —_ s
> n/lé\‘ 1> ?—#FF ® n@'l
)t % | s < - it o . — {f < f. = — 13 it  —
4 [

22 —

— 1N ; IJ.. I;- i= F ; Dl 2

o | ' ' =

_ and un - der the  tree fair - ly soon.

o)

D’ A | N [ ]
y 4 - y X3 y 2 [} N P~ -~
N Py PN of ui) r
\Q)\I /H |

Of course.

22 —_—

O ——~ — o Yo L"/\F
Aot 7 ] — i it = —
B e i 2 5 —— € €

Q) ! \ﬂ/

I mf /—?'
"3 . @
e . pFE | B
—e): f ot 1 1 y X3 y 2 —T -
Z I V 1 1 | PN Py E




Mrs. X

Pno.

Mrs. X

Miss Y

Pno.

Mrs. X

Pno.

5
(She draws a female doll out of the basket.)
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(She lays down the doll and draws a pair 6
of tulip-embroidered slippers out of the
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