MRS. MIDDLEMAN'S DESCENT, Chamber Opera by Martin
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(At rise, Mr. and Mrs. Middleman are seated at the eating table, with emptied plates before them.)
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11% — vacuum cleaner.)

7 7 y ol te: 'H. —~ ) to - 'H. Fhﬁ } \
(s 3 I f ' I I Py o I i -7 o t }
\Q;} — 14 ! i ” j i i — i ? f ]

oth-er en-vir-on-men-tal task at-tend - ed to. Well thanks for the va-cuum.
119

o) ‘ |

b’ 4 T i I I
y 48 I ] be oo P

| o ol D
%ﬁr- ge
- 11. #’F'
9 | |
, T

. . . h" ﬁ: ‘ . . I-' ﬁ .
7 + = i } ® ‘ﬁﬁg? . . . i — —
: 1 = } e —
(Taking a check from the purse
124 and handing it to her)
h TN
D’ A I o | D@ ]
V 4% - | y ¥ bhHe | - |
® == |
o
Here you are.
) = ‘ ‘
) X3 | |
PN | |
i v k'/ } [ |
in a world like this one.
124
é’ s T : | |
jj#’ E j P I . .
.) | . . . . . . . . \: i h! 'V } > . F r
o @ R o504l ba. . —~
$)——fop oo o900 : ; :
7 / | / | | } PN | } | |




19

o) I\
° 7 rQ - \
MsMfy—F—o—o——He 2= $a0o v |
\ \ \ 1 — o \
PY) \ r ‘ Yy |
Still dressed in black, I see. (Pocketing the check)
o) e S ‘
b’ 4 - rQ A \ \
Mrs L. o Fe—4 T R— & |
Y &y b A |
o
An-y ob-jec - tions?
]26n 3 3
‘. ! } } ! ! 9 - e ﬁ - \ \ \
. \ — = A N— P g
o L — ik Q—b—i 7o 1S
Pno. )
I~
0 'hbl : ] ] ] = O A /\ Pe——— -
)= B P — D . ﬁ 7 2 y3 f ‘
bl } iﬁi '_ 8 .
Mrs L.
I'm still in mourn - ing, for the on-ly crea - ture in this world
128
h o e e e ‘
. betat ' o o, 12Ny | - —r 9
G & erslrtire 0 : = STE> . . e b
Pno.
| \ . . . . /JJ.\‘ .
) 72 y2 — > o - 1o 1 72 0 gt %
7 i & & S S B R Q & i e
I — (o ] i i o N

130
o}
29 - = 3 S
Mrs. M o8& & S o/ Q
O —* < 1 ] (o)
o \
Well no.
0 T ‘ — ‘
Mrs L WWR 1 y 20 — - j H2
RS ‘ 7 o S Le ﬁ .
;5 % 4
who ev -er loved me. An-y ob-jec - tions?

Pno.

AN
e
e
2N
2N
A
Q)

R




I \
] - |
‘ |
Though it is more than a month since...
P, [) I I  — —— \
Mrs L. L& L — N1 I - P — |
PO “
oJ
Since you an' your dar - ling hus-band
132 3
0 — 3
/12 _— =
y v ¥ T Tg iﬂi -~ 1
o e sesdasiadsda e eoee — feoeeeeoioees y |
- . N’ . - - 5% . . . .mf’
0. ) . o -
besosoetessel® ® seee T .| .. Jhe N -
O, [9) IOOOOOO 000 T gte I:#F#? il o o o0 00 o0leo oo
o) is ¥ i [ ®a® ] —— 000000000
S — e o e e s o s s e
3 r 3
134
>4 I P \
Mrs. Mgy = —— F#{P—F B = |
¢ =
That is-n't so!
J X = T ™ |

~e

MrsL.F} ‘ IL‘F- ';‘ 'Qﬂi_—ﬁ:hj—'

wished

that truck Ad-on-is.

would run o - ver

I \
Mrs L. : - —& 1 e |
i 4 } . o - o * % . o o ‘
Oh I re-mem -ber how he yelled and yelled, "Some - one ought to si-lence that mutt!"
136
9 N [ 1 4 ﬁ ba T } \‘\ ﬁ»
y i K—¥ ¥ [ — s v
(e ) # P ) A—a D
S < " < b YA \ -
o ﬁ’ " e © Ty r Pl ~
Pno.
. . e b
o r— - il i = 0 N
7 P sk < \ Ao A — i ] t %:
g < 1 < \ ] ] i Y 7/ \ Y
y v — —— a




Mrs. M

Mrs L.

Mrs L.

Mrs L.

Mrs L.

138

4

NSV, W)

Py) \ ‘ 4 \ ‘

Be-cause he barked and barked the whole day. But that did-n't mean...

h \ |

>4 I K71 Q)
y 40 - \ - ¥ - )
{eS \ & - 0

ANIV \ o—*— §
oJ

Oh no,

]380 3
 — A N =

il
T

M

bR

|

fL
9

N
e
|
e
-

%
s

N
-

O

YA

or

DA

A
]
[

.
| 18
B -

ll

—

You nev -er mean,

you peop-le. Like hus - band.

my

~e

QRO

NS

be

?

N
"~

QRO

~e

I )
y 20 .
P R
< O
Called me a witch one Hal-lo-ween, an ug-ly witch,
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but did - n't mean a thing next morn-ing. Ex-cept he did.
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a sure sign that the word of the Lord is wel - come here.
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All right, just a min-ute.
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Such a sweet young girl. She may not be from my church, but she was so sweet and po-lite.
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purse down on the

couch and rushes
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I've fin-ished clean-ing_ my room. So I'm re-turn-ing this.
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Pays his rent on time, cleans his room, an' re-turns things soon as he's done with them.
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Read-ing that stor-y in the pa-per
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So please,
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You can keep those, or throw them a-way. I've got lots more up-stairs,
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(She pushes the vacuum cleaner off left, takes

the purse off the couch, lays it on the floor,

(She springs back up.)
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(Pocketing the mask)
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All right, here you are.
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I'm sweet and po - lite, so you won't mind.
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(Mrs. Leary lifts Manny

to his feet, and both stand

glaring at Mrs. M.)
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(He crosses back to the sink
and pours champagne into

the other glass.)
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