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“The crash of sound – the screeching crash of ripped metal and of pressures colliding on conflicting circuits, the 

sound of a monster turning upon itself – was heard only inside the structure.  No sound was heard outside.  

Outside, the structure merely rose into the air, suddenly and silently, cracked open into a few large pieces, shot some 

hissing streaks of blue light into the sky and came down as a pile of rubble.” 

 

 

 

“She observed that there was no terror in their faces; she saw hints of it, but it looked like a perfunctory terror.  

Their expressions ranged from blank apathy to the relieved look of cheats who had believed that the game could 

end no other way and were making no effort to contest or regret it…:” 

 

 

 

“It was the watchers who found it unbearable to wait through the minutes of the pauses filled with the sound of the 

heartbeat: the heart was now racing in an irregular rhythm.” 

 

 

--Ayn Rand, Atlas Shrugged 
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