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This cactus has been here longer

Than my family has been in this country.

Waiting.

Watching

The slow blooming of pink yellow white wildflowers,

The quick building of Marriot, No Tell Motel,

The invisible dying of Mexicans on foot.

!

Tell me,

Saguaro.

Do you remember when the ground was soft,

Before men and cattle trampled through?

Did the sunrise look the same then?

!

The rock bounces off your weathered skin.

Too weary to be annoyed,

Too strong to fall,

You maintain your post in a silent army,

Defending the Catalinas against time.

Watching.

Waiting.

— Karen Siegel
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