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for chamber ensemble 
 

voice (soprano or alto) 

recorder / bass recorder 

flute / contrabass flute 

clarinet (Bb) / bass clarinet   

contrabass clarinet 

violin 

viola 

cello 

contrabass 

percussion 

 



Notes 

 

 

Alap is inspired by the Indian alap form, where a raga (scale) is brought to life by a voice or melodic instrument.   

 

 

Voice  - There are no lyrics for the voice part.  Begin with an ‘oooh’ sound and as the piece grows, gradually change to an ‘aaah’ sound.  Preferably non-

vibrato. 

 

 

Percussion –  

 

 tam-tam 

 bass drum 

 low tom 

 high bell, chime or crotale 

small metal instruments 

  gongs 

  bells 

  little chimes 

  etc. 

 bar chimes 

 
    Tam-Tam              Bass Drum              Low Tom            Bar Chimes               High Bell               small metal instruments 

          or Mark Tree            or crotale           with high pitch 

 

 

 

Alap was made possible with support from the Fonds voor de Scheppende Toonkunst in the Netherlands. 
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