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String Quartet No. 1 
The Prélude of String Quartet No. 1 was conceived from a single cello solo.  Since string 
ensembles have such a homogeneous sound and texture, I have rescored the cello solo into a 
conversation between all the string instruments in the opening movement.  The movements, 
more appropriately called bagatelles, are all based on this Prélude.  Each character piece focuses 
on some element of the Prélude and expands upon it from a rhythmic opening to a sonorous 
canon to a familiar ragtime setting. 
 

Movements 
 

Prélude   Prelude 
   Chorale   Chorale 
   Sérénade   Serenade 
   Divertissement  Amusement 
   Rêverie   Day Dream 
   Virage    Turn 
   Nocturne   Night Song 
   Sirop d’èrable   Maple Syrup 
   Dramatique   Dramatic 
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String Quartet No. 1
1. Prélude Alvez Barkoskie IV

Copyright © 2007, Alvez T. Barkoskie IV.
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